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April 9,2002 (Tokyo)—The American Chamber of Commerce
in Japan (ACCJ) today called on the Narita Airport Authority
(NAA) to reduce landing fees at Narita once the new second
runway opens for business on April 18, and voiced strong
opposition to planned fee increases.

“Landing fees at Narita were raised in 1984 to fund the
construction of the second runway, originally scheduled
to open in 1993, says ACCJ Transportation & Logistics
Committee Chair Hideo Mori. “Airlines have been paying
these increased fees for |8 years already. By the time the
second runway opens, construction costs should be fully
recovered. Logically, the NAA should lower landing fees once
the runway opens.”

Landing fees at Narita are already the highest in the
world—¥2,400 per ton, which is over 30% higher than the
fees Haneda Airport charges for similar services. The NAA
claims they have to charge such high fees to recover their
operating costs. The ACCJ points out, however, that the NAA
made a profit of over ¥10 billion in FY2000, and that with
the new runway capacity already fully subscribed, the NAA
will have a full revenue stream from the use of the runway
from day one.

In addition, the NAA bases its operating costs in part on the
price of the land the airport occupies. “But the NAA still uses
land price figures from the bubble years,” responds Mori.
“Land prices have fallen sharply since then, and yet operating
costs have not been adequately adjusted to reflect the fall.
Even Haneda, located on more expensive land closer to Tokyo,
offers lower fees.

“There is clearly room for cutting landing fees, and no valid
reason for keeping them so high,” Mori concludes.

“Surprisingly, the NAA actually plans to increase landing fees
once the runway opens,” adds ACC] Governor Tad Johnson,
a former Transportation & Logistics Committee chair. The
NAA reportedly plans to use landing fees to subsidize the
construction of a railway link between the airport and the city,
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“These exorbitant fees are devastating to Japan’s
competitiveness,” Mori concludes. “With the economy down, e
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Landing Fees at Major Asian Airports

Inchon Hong Kong Singapore China (Mainland) Narita
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