press release

For immediate release

ACCJ Names Kikkoman President & CEO Yuzaburo Mogi 2003
Person of the Year

December1l9, 2003 (Tokyo)—The American Chamber of Commerce in Japan (ACCJ) has
named Kikkoman President and CEO Yuzaburo Mogi as its 2003 Person of the Year in
recognition of his pioneering investments in the United States, which demonstrated the
benefits that foreign direct investment brings to both countries. Mr. Mogi took his
quintessentially Japanese product—soy sauce—and produced it first in America’s
heartland, the state of Wisconsin, and later in California. He employed Americans and
manufactured where potential consumers lived and worked. He also created a market
where none existed before, and brought a new flavor to American cooking.

Mr. Mogi is an outstanding entrepreneur, with clear-cut visions, and serves as a model for
young businesspeople everywhere. After joining Kikkoman, he transformed a Japanese soy
sauce maker into the world’s largest producer of soy sauce, with worldwide name
recognition. The company today also has production facilities in Europe and other parts of
Asia, including China.

Mr. Mogi’s ties to America go far beyond his business relationship. He was the first
Japanese to receive an MBA from Columbia, and has served as a trustee of that university
until September 2000 and is now trustee emeritus as well as being president of the
Columbia Alumni Association in Japan. He is a key member of the Japan-US Business
Conference and has played an active role in the International Youth Foundation, a global
public foundation to improve the conditions and prospects for young people. As the
chairman of the Japan-Midwest U.S. Association, he has fostered stronger ties between
the two countries.

In Japan, Mr. Mogi served with distinction for many years as co-chair of the Japan-America
Cooperative Conference (JACC), a joint effort by the ACCJ and the Japan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry to resolve selected trade disputes and provide a forum for their
members to exchange information and ideas. JACC scored numerous successes with joint
position papers on concrete issues such as telephone and mailing rates, the use of
premiums, the labor system, air and sea logistics, and taxation. He has also served as the
vice chairman of Keizai Doyukai (Japan Association of Corporate Executives) for eight
years, until April 2003.

“As an entrepreneur myself, I greatly admire the drive and vision that Mr. Mogi showed in
going to the United States,” said ACCJ President Lance E. Lee, “particularly at a time when
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few Japanese business leaders would have attempted it. We are proud to honor such an
individual as our 2003 Person of the Year.”

About the ACCJ]

The ACCJ, established in 1948 by representatives of 40 American firms, has worked on behalf
of member companies in the Japanese market for the past 55 years. The ACCJ today
represents nearly 3200 individual members and more than 1300 companies in Japan, and has
offices in Tokyo, Osaka, and Nagoya, covering three of Japan’s most important economic
regions. Activities are conducted primarily through the Chamber’s more than seventy sector-
specific committees, with over 500 programs and meetings held annually. In addition to
carrying out numerous targeted advocacy activities in both the United States and Japan to
improve opportunities for member business interests in Japan, the ACCJ also maintains strong
working ties with various Japanese and U.S. business organizations as well as the U.S.
Embassy.

About the Person of the Year Award
A program was inaugurated in 1996 to recognize each year an individual who has made a
major contribution to enhancing U.S.-Japan economic relations.

Award Recipients

1996 Hon. Walter Mondale, 24" U.S. Ambassador to Japan

1997 Mr. Yotaro Kobayashi, Chairman and CEO, Fuji Xerox Company, Ltd.

1998 Mr. Hideo Ishihara, Chairman, Goldman Sachs Japan

1999 Dr. Kazuo Inamori, the Founder and Chairman emeritus of DDI
Corporation and Kyocera Corporation

2000 Hon. Thomas S. Foley, 25" U.S. Ambassador to Japan

2001 Yoshihiko Miyauchi, Chairman, Orix Corporation; Vice Chairman, Keizai
Doyukai; Chair, Council for Regulatory Reform

2002 Masamoto Yashiro, Chairman & CEO, Shinsei Bank Ltd.

ACCJ PRESS CONTACT: Media Relations Officer Emi Ogawa (phone: 3433 6542; email:
eogawa@accj.or.jp).
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