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For immediate release

ACCJ) Donates ¥3 Million to Niigata Earthquake Victims

December 8, 2004 (Tokyo)—The American Chamber of Commerce in Japan (ACCJ) today
announced that it would donate ¥3 million to the victims of the Niigata earthquake. A million
yen each will be given to Kawaguchi-machi, Yamakoshi-mura, and the Niigata Earthquake
Relief Fund being administered by Nagano Prefecture’s disaster countermeasures office,
respectively.

“It's an American tradition to help those in need, and the recent Niigata earthquake has left
many people in terrible situations. ACCJ member contributions are a natural expression of our
concern for them,” said ACCJ President Debbie Howard.

The funds for Kawaguchi-machi are for building temporary housing, while the Yamakoshi-
mura donation will be used to help revive the town’s world-famous business, nishikigoi
(brocade carp) breeding, which the earthquake severely damaged by destroying ponds and
breeding stock.

ACClJ is also responding to Nagano Prefecture Governor Tanaka’s personal appeal to support
his Niigata Earthquake Relief Fund, which the governor spoke about in a recent talk to ACCJ
members based on his volunteer experience during the Kobe earthquake.

The ACCJ established its Community Service Fund in 2002, and since then has made millions
of yen in donations to various charities in Japan through the fund. An annual Charity Ball,
which was launched during the same year as a vehicle for gathering contributions, will be held
this year on December 11. ACCJ members hope their donations demonstrate their concern for
the community and country in which they live and work.

About the ACC]

The ACCJ, established in 1948 by representatives of 40 American firms, has worked on behalf
of member companies in the Japanese market for the past 56 years. The ACCJ today
represents nearly 3200 individual members and more than 1300 companies in Japan, and has
offices in Tokyo, Osaka, and Nagoya, covering three of Japan’s most important economic
regions. Activities are conducted primarily through the Chamber’s more than seventy sector-
specific committees, with over 500 programs and meetings held annually. In addition to
carrying out numerous targeted advocacy activities in both the United States and Japan to
improve opportunities for member business interests in Japan, the ACCJ also maintains strong
working ties with various Japanese and U.S. business organizations as well as the U.S.
Embassy.

ACCJ PRESS CONTACT: Media Relations Officer Mina Takahashi (phone: 3433 6542; email:
mtakahashi@accj.or.jp).
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