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ACCJ Donates ¥2.3 Million Each to Hope
worldwide Japan and HELP Asian Women'’s
Shelter

January 28, 2004 (Tokyo)—Representatives
of the American Chamber of Commerce in Japan
(ACCJ) today donated a total of ¥4.6 million to
two worthy charities in Japan—Hope worldwide
Japan and HELP Asian Women'’s Shelter—at

a presentation ceremony at the ACCJ’s Tokyo
office. The money was raised at the second ACCJ
Charity Ball, which took place last November 29
with over four hundred guests attending. The
Charity Ball is an annual ACCJ event that allows
both ACCJ members and their firms to give some
of the benefits they have received back to the
community. The event brings a fine American
tradition of generosity and concern for the
community to Japan, which has a relatively brief
history of organized charity.

President Debbie Howard, ACCJ Governor Thomas
Jordan, the head of the Community Services
group, and Charity Ball Subcommittee Co-chair
Kelly Wells presented large checks representing
the donations to Mr. Koichi Miyakawa, director

of Hope worldwide Japan, and Ms. Keiko Otsu,
director of HELP Asian Women'’s Shelter.

“We are extremely pleased to present this
donation to such worthwhile organizations,”
ACCJ President Debbie Howard said. “Hope
worldwide Japan currently focuses on domestic
needs in the areas of elderly care, orphanages,
and children with special needs, blood drives in
coordination with the Japan Red Cross, while
HELP provides telephone counseling, safe haven,
and other services to women facing violence

and other abuses.”

NOTE: High-resolution photo of the ceremony will
be available upon request. Please contact Emi
Ogawa at the ACCJ.
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About the ACCJ

The ACCJ, established in 1948 by representatives
of 40 American firms, has worked on behalf of
member companies in the Japanese market for
the past 56 years. The ACCJ today represents
nearly 3200 individual members and more
than 1300 companies in Japan, and has offices
in Tokyo, Osaka, and Nagoya, covering three
of Japan’s most important economic regions.
Activities are conducted primarily through the
Chamber’s more than seventy sector-specific
committees, with over 500 programs and
meetings held annually. In addition to carrying
out numerous targeted advocacy activities in
both the United States and Japan to improve
opportunities for member business interests in
Japan, the ACCJ also maintains strong working
ties with various Japanese and U.S. business
organizations as well as the U.S. Embassy.

ACCJ PRESS CONTACT: Media Relations
Officer Emi Ogawa (phone: 3433 6542; email:
eogawa@accj.or.jp).

About the Organizations

Hope worldwide Japan

Hope worldwide Japan was officially recognized as
a nonprofit organization (NPO) by the Japanese
government in May 1999. Hope worldwide
currently focuses on elderly care, orphanages,
and helping children with special needs, as well
as running blood drives in coordination with the
Japan Red Cross. Hope worldwide has attempted
to touch the lives of the many who are hurt and
eagerly desire some sort of hope in their lives.

CONTACT: Kouichi Miyakawa, Director
1-30-17 Tomigaya, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo
(Tel: 03-3460-4430, Fax: 03-3460-1925)
Email: hopewwj@gol.com
Website:http://www.hopewwj.com
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(TEL: 03-3460-4430 FAX: 03-3460-1925)

E-mail: hopewwj@gol.com

Homepage: http://www.hopewwj.com
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HELP Asian Women'’s Shelter

HELP was established in April 1986, on the 100th
anniversary of the Japan Woman’s Christian
Temperance Union. HELP is an emergency shelter
that provides refuge and services for women
facing violence and other human rights abuses
regardless of nationality, immigration status
(visa), religious belief, or age. HELP is one of

the very few places in Tokyo where women

and their children can receive counseling and
refuge while preparing for new lives free from
violence. Since 30 percent of the non-Japanese
women who escape to HELP are victims of human
trafficking, HELP is also working closely with the
Human Trafficking Network to lobby parliament to
legislate a new anti-trafficking law in Japan.

CONTACT: Allison Takahashi, Public Relations
2-23-5, Hyakunin-cho, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo
(Tel: 03-3368-8855, Fax: 03-3368-9791)
Email: help@oak.ocn.ne.jp
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