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ACCJ President Howard Names Grondine 2004 Chairman

ACC] President Debbie Howard has named Robert F. Grondine to serve as Chairman in
2004. Mr. Grondine, an ACCJ member since 1982, has served the Chamber in a wide
range of leadership roles, including chair of the 50th Anniversary Committee, Governor,
Vice President, and President in 2000 and 2001. This is also his second appointment as
ACCJ Chairman after previously serving as the first ACCJ Chairman in 2002.

A partner in the law firm White & Case LLP, Mr. Grondine focuses on corporate,
commercial, and financial transactions involving Japan. He is recognized as a leading
expert on Japanese cross-border M&A as well as corporate governance and equipment
leasing, and has substantial experience advising on project financings involving
Japanese parties as sponsors, lenders, and EPC contractors. Mr. Grondine has been
active in supporting the ACCJ’s interests concerning issues in Japan’s legal services
sector, foreign direct investment, corporate governance, and other trade-related areas.

"I am delighted to have someone of Mr. Grondine’s experience and expertise
representing the ACCJ as Chairman,” stated Howard. “He is a great asset to our
organization.”

About the ACCJ]

The ACCJ, established in 1948 by representatives of 40 American firms, has worked on
behalf of member companies in the Japanese market for the past 56 years. The ACCJ today
represents nearly 3200 individual members and more than 1300 companies in Japan, and
has offices in Tokyo, Osaka, and Nagoya, covering three of Japan’s most important economic
regions. Activities are conducted primarily through the Chamber’s more than seventy sector-
specific committees, with over 500 programs and meetings held annually. In addition to
carrying out numerous targeted advocacy activities in both the United States and Japan to
improve opportunities for member business interests in Japan, the ACCJ also maintains
strong working ties with various Japanese and U.S. business organizations as well as the
U.S. Embassy.

ACCJ PRESS CONTACT: Media Relations Officer Emi Ogawa (phone: 3433 6542; email:
eogawa@accj.or.jp).
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