Press Release MESEZEEH

For immediate release
ACCJ Elects Debbie Howard to Lead Chamber Again in 2005

TOKYO, December 7—Debbie Howard has again been chosen to lead the American
Chamber of Commerce in Japan (ACCJ) as president in 2005. Howard brings a mix of both
Fortune 500 and entrepreneurial experience to representing the increasingly diverse
interests of ACCJ member companies.

Howard has lived in Japan for 19 years, and heads up Japan Market Resource Network, a
market research firm that advises multinationals in mainstream consumer categories such
as automobiles, airlines, and branded luxury goods, as well as those in specialty businesses
such as consumer financial products, IT, and healthcare/pharmaceuticals. Howard earned a
BA from the University of South Carolina’s School of Journalism, and later did graduate
work at Georgia State University’s Business School. She has spoken before international
business audiences on marketing in both the U.S. and Asia-Pacific region.

An ACCJ member for 13 years, Howard was the first woman ever elected president by the
organization. She has also served as a Vice President and chaired the Leadership Forum—a
regular gathering of ACCJ officers and the leaders of the Chamber’s more than seventy
committees. She was a key participant in the ACCJ’s recent privatization project, and
previously served for over three years as vice chair and chair of the Marketing Programs
Committee.

“I am honored to be selected to lead the ACCJ in 2005,” Howard stated. “The ACCJ plays a
vital role as an agent of change in offering ideas on how to achieve structural reform to
improve the business environment in Japan for all businesses—foreign and Japanese. I look
forward to continuing to strengthen that role, and to providing our more than 3,100
members with value-added networking and business information programs.”

Selected to join Ms. Howard on the 2004 Executive Committee as Vice Presidents were
Charles D. Lake II, President of AFLAC Japan, and Kumi Sato, President and Representative
Director of Cosmo Public Relations Corporation. They join incumbents John Diefenbach,
President of PAE Design and Facility Management; Kansai Chapter Vice President Norman
R. Solberg, Attorney and Counselor at Law/Gaikokuho Jimu Bengoshi, Solberg International
Law Office; David Satterwhite, Ph.D., Executive Director of the Japan-United States
Educational Commission; and Allan D. Smith, Regional Vice President of AIG Companies,
Japan and Korea. Mark Baldwin, Director, KPMG, was chosen to serve as the Chamber’s
Treasurer. Michael D. Weenick, the President of NGO Architecture, was reelected Chubu
Chapter Vice President in a separate election.

Chosen to serve as Governors in Tokyo were Lawrence W. Bates, General Counsel at GE
Japan; Nicholas E. Benes, President, JTP Corporation, K.K.; Vicki L. Beyer, Vice President,
Morgan Stanley Japan Limited; Marc Fuoti, Senior Vice President, Asia Pacific, Twentieth
Century Fox Home Entertainment; Thomas F. Jordan, President, Jordan & Associates; Todd
M. McHenry, Vice President, Regional Counsel—Asia Pacific, The Walt Disney Company
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(Japan) Ltd.; Jay Ponazecki, Partner, Morrison & Foerster LLP; and Mark Schwab, Vice
President—Pacific, United Airlines.

In separate ballots in Kansai and Chubu, Ravi Chaturvedi, President—Northeast Asia,
Procter & Gamble Far East, Inc., was elected to represent the Kansai Chapter as Governor,
and Harry Hill, CEO, Oak Lawn Marketing, Inc., was elected to the same post in the Chubu
Chapter.

The above ACCJ officers will join incumbent Governors Royanne Doi, Vice President and
General Counsel, State Street Japan; Glen S. Fukushima, Co-President and Representative
Director, NCR Japan, Ltd.; Robert F. Grondine, Partner, White & Case LLP; Tad Johnson,
General Manager, P&W Aftermarket Japan K.K.; and Kirk Patterson, Dean, Temple
University Japan.

About the ACC]

The ACCJ, established in 1948 by representatives of 40 American firms, has worked on behalf of
member companies in the Japanese market for the past 56 years. The ACCJ today represents
nearly 3200 individual members and more than 1300 companies in Japan, and has offices in
Tokyo, Osaka, and Nagoya, covering three of Japan’s most important economic regions.
Activities are conducted primarily through the Chamber’s more than seventy sector-specific
committees, with over 500 programs and meetings held annually. In addition to carrying out
numerous targeted advocacy activities in both the United States and Japan to improve
opportunities for member business interests in Japan, the ACCJ also maintains strong working
ties with various Japanese and U.S. business organizations as well as the U.S. Embassy.

ACCJ PRESS CONTACT: Media Relations Officer Mina Takahashi (phone: 3433 6542; email:
mtakahashi@accj.or.jp).
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